TOWN OF MAXTON               Jan. 16, 2007                BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

NORTH CAROLINA                    7:00 PM     


SPECIAL MEETING

The Maxton Board of Commissioners met for a Special Meeting with the following members present:

Mayor Lillie McKoy

Mayor ProTem Geraldine McLaurin

Commissioner Gladys Dean

Commissioner Patsy Hamer

Commissioner Ray Oxendine
Absent:  Commissioner Sallie McLean

Also present:  Interim Town Manager Katrina Tatum, Interim Clerk Jacqueline Roberson and one guest. 

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Lillie McKoy declared a quorum present and called the January 19, 2007 Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the purpose of CDBG Public Hearing #1 to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem McLaurin gave the invocation.

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Lillie McKoy declared CDBG Public Hearing #1 open.

Interim Manager Tatum stated that the Town of Maxton is considering applying to the North Carolina Department of Commerce-Division of Community Assistance for a Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for funds to do a CDBG project.  Two public hearings are required prior to submission of the application.  The first public hearing is to explain the CDBG program and to request input from the public on community development needs and priorities.

The NC Dept. of Commerce through the Division of Community Assistance administers the Small Cities Community Block Grant (CDBG) program.  Much of the CDBG program is oriented toward the goals contained in the department’s strategic plan, which is organized to fulfill the department’s mission statement:  To improve the economic well-being and quality of life of all North Carolinians.
All North Carolina small cities are eligible to apply for funds except for 23 entitlement cities that receive funds directly from the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  All counties, except for the two HUD-designated urban counties of Wake are Cumberland, are eligible to apply for Small Cities CDBG funds.  Category awards are funded either through competition or on a non-competitive basis.

Each program category has specific requirements.  The 2007 CDBG Program Categories are:

	Category
	Purpose

	Community Revitalization                                    Concentrated Needs
Revitalization Strategies
	To strengthen neighborhoods and rehabilitate homes of low to moderate income citizens.

	Scattered Site Housing (administered by county)
	To address the most critical housing needs of families.

	Infrastructure
	To provide public water or sewer to correct severe health or environmental problems.

	Economic Development
	To provide grants or loans to local governments for creating and retaining jobs.

	Housing Development
	To support development of single family and rental housing.

	Urgent Needs

	To help communities recover from disasters that threaten public health and safety where no insufficient or no local/other funds are available.

	Capacity Building
	To help non-profits design and carry out CDBG activities in partnership with units of local government.


Ms. Tatum stated that our focus tonight is on Concentrated Needs.  In this area we cannot skip around like you can with Scattered Sites.  This category is for a specific concentrated area.  Our concentrated area is Wilmington St., Graham St., Central St. and Hooper St.
There is a special component this year.  Due to the considerable number of teenagers in that neighborhood, we may to acquire and renovate one of the existing homes for use as a Maxton Police Athletic League (PALS) center.

Ms. Tatum asked, if there were any questions.

Mayor McKoy asked that Staff check with the Scattered Sites program about repair to the home of Katie Lane.  Ms. Tatum replied that two names were submitted, Katie Lane and Clinton Pittman.  Commissioner Hamer asked about vacant homes near Holly Court on Henderson Street.  Commissioner McLaurin replied that someone lives in those homes.  Mayor McKoy stated that in that area we have contractors who have bought homes.  Ms. Tatum stated that homes in Concentrated Needs qualify based on the person who lives in the home.
Ms. Tatum discussed low-to-moderate income program.  She also discussed Owner-Investors, a program where funds that are paid back after the life of the program can be used for other housing needs.  Commissioner Hamer asked about USDA.  Ms. Tatum stated that USDA has a Section 504 program and that USDA can be partnered with CDBG.  Commissioner Dean asked if it is possible to get Scattered Site housing in conjunction with the program we are pursuing.  Ms. Tatum replied that the county is responsible for Scattered Site housing.  She also stated that NCHFA has a Single Family Rehab program.  For that you have to show that you are expending your local money.  Commissioner Hamer asked about the certification of contractor.  Ms. Tatum replied that you have to be careful with your selection of contractors.  Mayor McKoy asked if there were anymore questions.  No further questions were asked.  The 2nd CDBG Public Hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, January 23, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.   Mayor McKoy declared the public hearing closed.

OTHER CONCERNS
Commissioner Oxendine expressed concern that at the January regular board meeting’s Public Forum.  He felt that the Police Department was downed; people are asking what is going on in Maxton.  He felt that the individuals were up for a length time.  That we as a Board should acknowledge that we hear their concern.   Commissioner Dean stated that we need to let them talk.  Commissioner McLaurin stated that the citizens that spoke said what they had to say.  Commissioner Dean stated that we need to educate our citizens.  Commissioner Oxendine stated that they talked over two minutes.  Commissioner McLaurin stated that the Mayor normally limits it.  Mayor McKoy stated that the time voted on was for three minutes.  Commissioner Hamer stated that she knew most of the people who talked.  Ms. Tatum stated that citizens need to be educated about the law.
Commissioner Oxendine expressed concern about the trash at the by-pass interchange and on Rockingham Road near the Service Station.  

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor McKoy entertained the motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Oxendine motioned to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Seconded by Commissioner Dean.  Motioned carried.
__________________________


____________________________

Mayor Lillie McKoy




Interim Clerk Jacqueline Roberson

