Town of Maxton

Board of Commissioners Meeting

February 15, 2011
 7:00 PM

The Town of Maxton Board of Commissioners held its regular meeting on Tuesday, February 15, 2011 with the following members present:

Mayor Gladys M. Dean

Commissioner Ray Oxendine

Commissioner Vivian Morrison

Commissioner Victor Womack
Commissioner James McDougald

Absent:

Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Morton
Staff Present: Town Manager Long, Police Chief Williams, and Town Attorney Nick Sojka
Staff Absent: Town Clerk Smith, Finance Director Tyndall
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gladys Dean gave the welcome and called the February 15, 2011 regular meeting of the Town of Maxton Board of Commissioners to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Invocation:  The invocation was given by Commissioner Victor Womack.
Adoption of Proposed Agenda

Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to adopt the proposed agenda.  Commissioner Oxendine motioned to adopt the proposed agenda. Commissioner Morrison seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Minutes:  
September 21, 2010




January 18, 2011

b. Tax Releases
Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to adopt the consent agenda.  Commissioner Morrison motioned to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Oxendine seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

I. Old Business
1. Approval of Teen Dating Violence Awareness & Prevention Proclamation for Diqueena McGirt.
Recommendation: Approve the Proclamation.

Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to approve the proclamation.  Commissioner Morrison motioned to approve the Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Proclamation.  Commissioner Womack seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

II. New Business
1. Discussion/Approval of Black History Resolution to designate the month of February as Black History month in Maxton 
Recommendation: Approval of Black History Resolution.
Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to approve the Black History Resolution.  Commissioner Oxendine motioned to approve the Black History Resolution.  Commissioner Womack seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

III. ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Recreation Committee – Chair-Commissioner Ray Oxendine Vice-Chair – Commissioner Vivian Morrison

a. Discussion/Approval of Carnival in Maxton – Chief Williams
Commissioner Oxendine reported on senior citizens gatherings. Commissioner McDougald shared information regarding the possibility of a sign honoring the girls’ youth softball team. Chief Williams reported on a possible benefit carnival to be held in May in Beacham Park with proceeds to be used to purchase a police department canine. The Chief reported that the carnival operator would be responsible for liability coverage and securing needed permits.
Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to approve Chief Williams to pursue contract with Carnival Services, Inc.  Commissioner Womack motioned to approve Chief Williams to pursue contract with Carnival Services, Inc.  Commissioner Morrison seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

2. Economic Development Committee Chair-Commissioner James McDougald  Vice Chair- Commissioner Victor Womack Vice-Chair 

a. Update/Status of Reusable Energy Projects
b. Update on Removal of Central Street Freight Building

Commissioner McDougald reported that he is meeting tomorrow with a contractor regarding the demolition of the old depot building at no cost to the town. CSX has removed all hazardous materials. Mayor Dean raises the question of the historical preservation concerns of the building. Attorney Sojka states that he has not researched the title. Mayor Dean said that we need to approach the Maxton Historical Society as to who owns the building. Chief Williams said that the building needs to be secured to keep juveniles out. 

3. Public Safety Committee Chair-Commissioner Victor Womack Vice-Chair – Commissioner James McDougald

Commissioner Womack said that public safety met last week. Commissioner Womack stated that the Fire Department and Rescue Squad did not appear for the meeting and better communication is needed by these agencies. The Chief reported on the status of emergency services repeaters which serve the Town of Maxton.
4. DPW and W/WW Committee Chair - Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Morton Vice-Chair – Commissioner Ray Oxendine

Town Manager Long said street repair design is in progress with Hobbs Upchurch and Associates. He announced that the Town finished 5th in the nation for best tasting waster and placed 1st in North Carolina. 
5. Intergovernmental Relations & Community Relations Chair – Commissioner Vivian Morrison Vice-Chair – Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Morton
a. Discussion on Status of Laurinburg Maxton Airbase Runway Extension Project

Commissioner Morrison spoke of the status of the LMA Runway Extension $5 million dollar project. The state will provide $4.5 million but a $500,000 local match is required. The LMA Board is considering private loans to raise the $500,000. Hudson Paving will do the work, which will allow usage by heavier aircrafts.  Commissioner Morrison continued by stating that the Tree Committee had requested that the Rescue Squad building area near McNatt Street needs to be beautified; title issues with Rescue Squad building needs to be addressed. She said the Freight Building continues to be a valuable resource and has hosted many events over the last 12 months. Fees will be reviewed at March Commissioners’ Retreat. Commissioner Oxendine cautioned the need for proper fire/safety measures at the Freight Building.  Attorney Sojka was directed to again follow up with the Mallette Family regarding the property near the Learning Center construction site.  The Committee expressed concerns regarding ABC Board cash flows and revenues and recommended further discussion at the March Retreat. Commissioner Morrison announced that Code Enforcement will no longer be provided by LRCOG due to budget restraints at LRCOG. Jan Maynor will assist the Town with wrapping up pending cases. Intergovernmental Committee is recommends that the Manager be authorized to remove debris at MLK and 1st Street. 

Mayor Gladys Dean asked for a motion to give Town Manager authority to spend up to $4,000 to remove debris from property at MLK and 1st Street.  Commissioner Morrison motioned to give Town Manager authority to spend up to $4,000 to remove the debris from property at MLK and 1st Street.  Commissioner McDougald seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

Reports

1. Commissioner’s Reports
Commissioner Womack asked, “What is the status of the Keep America Beautiful Committee?” Mayor Dean responded please invite Mr. Willis Sullivan to give us a report.
2. Library Report

Commissioner Oxendine said there was an average of 14 user on Saturday during the month of January 2011.

3. Manager’s Report

Town Manager Long said the Learning Community Center construction is on track and on schedule. HE said Economic Development work continues. He continued by stating the NorthStar continues with its branding work.
4. Police Chief Report

Police Chief William came forward and gave his report. He said there had been some vandalism at the Learning Center and Townsend Middle School.  He said the Police Department remains committed to resisting gang activity in Maxton. Chief William said the police department continues to seek parental intervention to prevent unsupervised juveniles present in town late at night.

Announcements

Mayor Dean gave the following announcements:

Maxton will host the Robeson County Municipal Association Meeting on Thursday, March 24, 2011 and the speaker will be Roger Sheets and it will start at 7:00pm

The Board of Commissioner Retreat will be held March 2nd and 4th possibly March 5th at 6:00pm-9:00 pm on the 2nd and 4th.
Public Forum

Geraldine McLaurin 305 McLaughlin Ave, Maxton came forward. She thanked the Town Manager for improvements to Town’s appearance and thanked the Police Chief for clearing up backlog of un-served warrants. 
Adjournment 
Mayor Dean asked for a motion to adjourn the Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting. Commissioner McDougald motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Oxendine seconded the motioned.  The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

____________________________
        


 ________________________________

Mayor Gladys Dean    





Town Clerk, Twanda R. Smith

